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Is UND a research in-
stitution, hockey school 
or liberal arts university?

That was the question 
posed randomly to more 
than 300 UND students.  For 
some, the answer is obvious.

But for most UND students, 
the look of puzzlement on their 
face revealed their confusion.

What was even more puzzling 
was their answer to the follow-
up question: “Every semester you 
pay tuition and fees.  Where do 
you think your student fees go?”

Total mind-boggler.
It was made clear that most 

UND students have no idea 
where their student fees go.

If a student wants to know 
where their money goes, they 
could ask someone like Cindy 
Fetsch, Budget Manager of UND.

“Student fees support costs that 
are associated with services, ac-
tivities, facilities and infrastruc-
ture that support students out-
side the classroom,” Fetsch said.

But let’s get a bit more specific 
with the allocation of student fees.

Let’s say, combined, roughly 1 
percent of all student fees goes to the 
Writing Center, Women’s Center 
and Multicultural Student Services.

If you do not know whether 
that is a sufficient amount, no-
tice the new and limited hours of 
operation for the Writing Cen-
ter and then try to locate the 
Women’s Center and its staff.

“Groups that do not continue 
to innovate or use fees more ef-
ficiently may see a reduction to 
their fees, while groups that per-
form well and show need for in-
creased funding received more 

student fees,” Cole Bachmeier, 
UND Student Body President said.

Apparently, the Writing 
Center and Women’s Cen-
ter were not performing well.

UND is an institution of high-
er learning where the best and 
brightest come to be educated 
and properly equipped with the 
tools for success in the real world. 

Therefore, it may seem question-
able that UND’s Student Success 
Center and Career Services are allo-
cated about 6 percent of student fees.

Maybe the Student Success 
Center and Career Services have 
not been innovative enough.

For some students, the trials and 
tribulations of college life can be 
dazzling, daunting, exotic, erotic, 
calm or crazy.  But that is okay 
because the UND’s Counseling 
Center (UCC) has been consistent 
with their annual allocation of 
around 11 percent of student fees.

“I can say that our services 
continue to increase here at the 
UCC as it has been nationally 
as well,” Dr. Ken Carlson, UND 
Counseling Center Director said.

Many students are aware of the 
notorious “freshman 15” curse. It is 
the amount of pounds put on dur-
ing a student’s first year in college.

Considering that something like 
13 percent of student fees is given 
to the UND’s nationally ranked 
Wellness Center, no UND student 
should ever be confronted with 
freshman, sophomore, junior, se-
nior, or super senior 5, 10 or 15.

All enrolled UND students are 
automatically eligible for what 
most students think is free gym 
membership. It is not free; student 
fees cover that gym membership.

The Wellness Center is be-
ing quite literal when they 
post cautionary signs: “Use the 
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gym at your own expense.”
After leaving a “free” aerobics 

class  at the Wellness Center, fam-
ished students may head over to 
UND’s newest restaurant located 
in Memorial Union, Little Bangkok.

In the Memorial Union, students 
are likely to encounter some per-
fect post-gym food: free pizza 
or Chic-fil-la brought to campus 
by Student Involvement and dis-
seminated in the Loading Dock.

While chillaxing, chit-chatting 
or reading the Dakota Student 
in the Memorial Union, students 
may catch themselves in the midst 
of a Student Body President or 
Vice-President debate session.

Inclusively, that’s Memo-
rial Union, Student Involve-
ment, Student Government and 
the Dakota Student that receive 

about 15 percent of student fees.
And there is another 25 per-

cent of student fees allocated 
to other student amenities.

Added up so far, that equals 
about 70 percent of student fees.

Students may be curious to know 
what is the money-maker, or rather 
money-taker of UND student fees.

The $3.5-million-dollar an-
swer to such inquiry is UND 
Athletics, which receives al-
most 30 percent of student fees.

“The allocation to Athletics may 
seem like a large dollar amount, 
however it is a very small per-
cent of Athletics overall budget. 
Students do not have to pay to 
go to athletic events or if they 
do the ticket price is reduced 
from face value,” Fetsch said.

If you are a UND student and 

you are unsatisfied with how 
and where your student fees 
are allocated, there is some-
thing that can be done about it.

“It’s important that students 
communicate with leadership 
about the services and resources 
they value and that have enhanced 
their experience as students and 
learners,” Anna Kinney, Coordi-
nator of the Writing Center, said.

If you really want to have 
some say-so on the allocation 
of your student fees, organize 
your campaign posse and run 
for Student Body President 2019.

Put your mouth 
where UND’s money is.

Andrès Marquis Washington is a news 
writer for Dakota Student. 

He can be reached at 
andre.m.washington@und.edu

You pay $612.24 in fees each semester – where does it go?

Student fee breakdown

Student fee allocations by the numbers. 
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T h e  D a k o t a 
S t u d e n t  r e s e r v e s 
t h e  c o p y r i g h t 
p r i v i l e g e  f o r  a l l 
s t o r i e s  w r i t t e n 
a n d  p u b l i s h e d 
b y  t h e  s t a f f .  Pe r -
m i s s i o n  m u s t  b e 
g i v e n  b y  t h e  E d i -
t o r  t o  r e p r i n t  a n y 
a r t i c l e ,  c a r t o o n , 
p h o t o g r a p h  o r 
p a r t  t h e r e o f .

T h e  D a k o t a 
S t u d e n t  i s  a  s t u -
d e n t - o p e r a t e d 
n e w s p a p e r  p u b -
l i s h e d  b y  t h e 
u n i v e r s i t y  o f 
N o r t h  D a k o t a .

O p i n i o n s  e x-
p r e s s e d  i n  t h i s 
p u b l i c a t i o n  a r e 
n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y 
t h o s e  o f  U N D 
o r  t h e  a d m i n i s -
t r a t i o n ,  f a c u l t y, 
s t a f f  a n d  s t u d e n t 
b o d y  o f  U N D.

T h e  D a k o t a 
S t u d e n t  i s  p u b -
l i s h e d  e v e r y 
Tu e s d a y  a n d  Fr i -
d a y  d u r i n g  t h e 
a c a d e m i c  y e a r 
e x c e p t  d u r i n g 
h o l i d a y s ,  v a c a -
t i o n  b r e a k s  a n d 
e x a m  p e r i o d s .

T h e  D a k o t a  S t u -
d e n t  i s  p r i n t e d 
a t  G r a n d  Fo r k s 
H e r a l d  o n  P E FC 
C e r t i f i e d  p a p e r , 
u s i n g  s o y- b a s e d 
i n k s .

T h e  D a k o t a  S t u -
d e n t  w e l c o m e s 
f e e d b a c k  r e g a r d -
i n g  a r t i c l e s  a n d 
p h o t o g r a p h s , 
a n d  p r i n t s  c o r -
r e c t i o n s  f o r  a r -
t i c l e s  c o n t a i n i n g 
f a c t u a l  e r r o r s .

Sheilan Hamasoor has 
had an interest in law since 
high school, but it wasn’t 
until the news of the 
Trump administration’s 
immigration ban broke last 
year that she was sure she 
had found her purpose.

         “I saw all of these 
immigrants trying to get 
into the country and de-
nied whether or not they 
had visas or not and at that 
moment I knew I wanted to 
be one of those lawyers at 
the airport helping them,” 
Hamasoor, a child of 
Kurdish immigrants, said.

   Law is attractive to 
students who have spent 
their undergrad years 
immersed in liberal arts 
classes geared toward 
critical thinking and 
communication skills, 
but the law school ap-

plication process can be 
grueling and there are 
many factors to consider.

UND’s law school is one 
of the smallest nationally 
ranked law schools in the 
country, and its bar pas-
sage rate in 2017 was 72 
percent. The Dean of the 
Law School, Kathryn Rand, 
said this number has been 
relatively consistent over 
the years, with a passage 
rate of 73 percent in 2016 
and 76 percent in 2015.

Bar passage rates have 
been trending downward 
nationally, particularly 
in the multiple-choice 
portion of the exam. Ha-
masoor said that a school’s 
bar passage rate was one 
of her “main concerns” 
when deciding where to 
apply. This is a view Ste-
ven Miller, former UND 
undergrad and current law 
student at the University 
of Michigan, didn’t share.

Diane Newberry
Dakota Student

“It’s not something that 
mattered that much to 
me,” Miller said. “You ei-
ther pass it or you don’t.”

Of course, the University 
of Michigan Law School’s 
passage rate consistently 
hovers in the low 90’s. 

For Miller, a more im-
portant consideration was 
the clinical positions avail-
able to students at the 
universities he applied to. 
Clinics at law schools pro-
vide benefits to two par-
ties: law students looking 
to gain field experience 
and people who would 
typically not be able to 
afford quality legal assis-
tance. The University of 
Michigan’s clinic focus-
es on juvenile criminal 
charges, and Hamasoor’s 
top choices all have im-
migration law clinics.

The UND Law School’s 
Clinical Education Pro-
gram, which has fought 
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The UND School of Law on campus.
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for housing rights for do-
mestic violence victims in 
the past, is currently on 
hiatus and is scheduled to 
continue that hiatus into 
the 2018-2019 school year.

“We’ve needed to do 
a little juggling to make 
sure we maintain qual-
ity with fewer resources, 
but I’m confident that 
we’ve done a good job 
with that,” Rand said, ex-
plaining how the School 
of Law has been han-
dling recent budget cuts.

Perhaps the most unique 
thing about the UND law 
school is that it is situ-
ated in a unique place 
facing a variety of le-
gal challenges in 2018.

“We have one of the low-
est rates of attorneys per 
capita,” Rand said. “But 
also our state is largely ru-
ral so we have a lot of com-
munities that are in need of 
lawyers and we’re working 
with the State Bar Associa-
tion and the state courts to 
help encourage students 
to seek career paths in 
our rural communities.”

The law school’s Ru-
ral Justice Program re-
wards financial support 
to students who take on 
summer jobs and intern-
ships outside of North Da-
kota’s four largest cities.

Hamasoor, active in 
UND’s relatively new 
Mock Trial organization, 
has had the chance to in-
teract with a wide network 
of prospective and cur-
rent law students, most of 
whom have advised her to 
look at schools in areas she 
would genuinely be inter-
ested in living in long-term.

“When you go to law 
school, you’re going to 
live in that city for the 
rest of your life,” Ha-

masoor said. “That’s what 
they usually advise you.”

Lisa Edison-Smith, cur-
rently practicing with Vo-
gel Law Firm in North Da-
kota, said that when she 
was giving her son advice 
about where to go to law 
school, she suggested that 
he stay in-state if this is 
where he wanted to prac-
tice. Edison-Smith herself 
found it difficult to break 
into North Dakota law, 
even though she went to 
law school in Minnesota.

“If you’re a new attor-
ney who’s trying to start 
a practice you don’t auto-
matically have that peer 
group,” Edison-Smith 
said. “You just don’t have 
that network of connec-
tions. That was some-
thing that took me a lon-
ger time to cultivate.”

The law school was last 
accredited in 2014 after 
the successful comple-
tion of renovations to 
their building. Though the 
next accreditation hasn’t 
been scheduled yet, it 
will likely be 2021. Rand 
has announced that she 
will be stepping down 
as Dean in August. After 
nine years in the position, 
she is one of the longest 
serving law deans in the 
nation. Rand said that 
she has aimed to leave 
the school “in very good 
shape for new leadership.”

“The university hasn’t 
yet announced how it will 
handle the dean search,” 
Rand said. “But I very 
much hope they will 
launch a national search 
as quickly as possible.”

How does UND measure up?

National bar passage rates drop; 
ND grads weigh law school options



The way we pre-
pare professors for 
life in the classroom is 
woefully inadequate. 

We can’t expect some-
one who studied in a lab 
for eight years, looking at 
petri dishes and memoriz-
ing formulas, to get that 
piece of paper that says 
“Ph.D.” and magically 
become a skilled teacher. 
That is unreasonable. 

Universities need to ac-
knowledge this fact and 
incorporate some sort of 
training during the hiring 
process before a professor 
can teach. I don’t know 
if something like that al-
ready exists. What I do 
know is that I pay a lot of 
money to go to college - 
far too much money to be 
okay with bad teaching.

As a communications 

North Dakota is a 
great state in many 
ways, but for sports fans 
the state disappoints 
because of the lack of 
professional sports. We 
don’t have the opportu-
nity to get disappointed 
year after year about not 
making it to the Super 
Bowl, like our neigh-
bors to the East. Sorry 
to all the Vikings fans 
out there… too soon?

On the bright side, 
not having any profes-
sional sports works out 
really well for the col-
lege teams. According 
to UND Sports, men’s 
hockey averages over 
eleven thousand fans 
for every home game. 
According to Gopher 
Sports, the University of 
Minnesota men’s hockey 
team averages less than 
ten thousand per game. 

This might not seem 
like a significant dif-
ference except when 
you think about how 
many more people live 
in the Twin Cities than 
in Grand Forks. There 
are over fifty times 
more people in the cit-
ies than in Grand Forks 
and yet we still get 
more fans. Part of the 
reason this happens at 
our college games is be-
cause unlike Minnesota, 
there aren’t as many 
games for us to attend. 

Hockey isn’t the only 

major, I have been blessed 
with some excellent pro-
fessors. They are not only 
knowledgeable in their 
field but are genuinely fun 
to be around and chat with. 

Maybe it is because 
they are in the field, but 
my professors generally 
have charisma and are 
top notch public speak-
ers. I am grateful for all 
that they have taught 
me, and once I graduate 
and go off into the work-
ing world, I will not hesi-
tate to email or call my 
old professors for advice. 

That being said, I have 
had some awful profes-
sors as well. Not only 
do they have none of the 
good qualities I men-
tioned before, but they 
usually have at least one 
really bad quality. Some of 
the bad qualities include 
but are not limited to: talk-
ing down to students, in-

popular sport in North 
Dakota. We get a lot of 
fans for many sports at 
UND. It’s a great envi-
ronment. From personal 
experience, I’d say it’s 
even better than profes-
sional games at times. 
I haven’t been to a ton 
of professional sports 
games, but I have been 
to a couple Minnesota 
Twins games and Lynx 
games. The games were 
fun to watch, but the en-
vironment didn’t have 
nearly as much team 
spirit as there is at UND. 
The Lynx and Twins 
fans weren’t nearly as 
engaged in the game 
as the UND fans are.

Let’s use the Betty as 
an example. When that 
gym gets packed for big 
games, there’s nothing 
like it. I remember watch-
ing the volleyball team 
take on NDSU this past 
fall. The Betty was sold 
out and you could just 
feel the energy cours-
ing through the gym. 

As a basketball player 
for UND, there’s noth-
ing quite like playing in 
that special kind of at-
mosphere. Our fan base 
is amazing and there 
are tons of season ticket 
holders who have been 
loyal fans for decades.  
As a UND athlete, it 
feels like we have the 
most loyal fans in the 
country. These people 
know us. There have 
been multiple times 
when a stranger comes 

Bilal Suleiman 
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Before becoming a professor, learn to teach
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Fighting Hawks forward Fallyn Freije signs her autograph for a young fan during Fan Fest at the Betty Engelstad Sioux Center this past fall.
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adequate explanation of 
topics, too much reliance 
on textbook curriculum 
and poor public speaking 
skills just to name a few. 

Don’t get me wrong, 
there are far more good 
professors than bad ones. 
However, when you’re 
paying thousands of dol-
lars a semester to attend 
college, a bad professor 
becomes a big problem.

Students frequently 
complain that they cannot 
understand their profes-
sor’s accent. There is no 
doubt that those profes-
sors in question are ex-
perts in their given field. 
Anyone who holds a Ph.D. 

is clearly knowledgeable 
and has put in much ef-
fort to get that degree. But 
if your accent is so thick 
that I can’t understand 
you, what good does 
your expertise do me? 

This brings me to my 
main point: there are 
good professors and good 
teachers, and the two are 
not mutually exclusive. 

In Latin, a professor 
is “a person who pro-
fesses to be an expert in 
some art or science,” ac-
cording to the Online 
Etymology Dictionary.

Ideally, a professor 
should be an expert in 
their field as well as an ex-

pert in sharing that knowl-
edge with others. The 
Latin definition also em-
phasizes that a professor 
is a “teacher of the highest 
rank.” How can we expect 
professors to be teachers of 
the highest rank without 
learning the skills required 
to be a good teacher?

During my freshman 
year I ended up tak-
ing a chemistry and a 
math class. Wow, what 
a mistake. Not only did I 
learn nothing from these 
professors, but I was 
so appalled by the in-
struction of classes that I lit-
erally changed my major.

I have a solution to this. 

Having an independent 
evaluator who randomly 
attends classes would be 
a way to solve the prob-
lem. The evaluator would 
provide feedback to the 
professor in a private 
meeting. This is a way to 
provide unbiased feed-
back to professors in a 
non-embarrassing way. 

We can’t continue leav-
ing the fate of our college 
classrooms in the hands of 
professors who may or may 
not be good at teaching. 
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$20 Ski Rental
$25 Snowboard Rental

Friday Night Rates:
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Athletes are celebrities

up to me at a restau-
rant to talk to me about 
my game and they even 
tell me my own stats. 
That’s when you know 
you’ve met a true fan.

Once, while I was out 
to dinner with friends 
after a win at the Bet-
ty, someone came up to 

our table to congratu-
late me on the win and 
talk about the game. 
My friend turned to me 
after they left and told 
me she felt like she was 
eating with a celebrity. 
In town, it really feels 
like that to me too some-
times. Being known out 

and about in town makes 
me feel like the LeBron 
of Grand Forks. That’s a 
bit of an exaggeration, 
but it’s a really cool 
feeling knowing that 
people care that much 
about your sport. I high-
ly doubt that that is as 
common in bigger cities. 

You don’t get that 
kind of supportive 
fan base everywhere. 
UND is a pretty special 
place for that reason.
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I felt as if I were step-
ping into an alternate 
universe as the hum of 
lightsabers met my ears.  
I watched the lightsabers 
glow and dance as I 
waited for my first les-
son in lightsaber combat 
to start. My son Liam, 
an avid Star Wars fan 
dressed up as Darth Va-
der, jumped into the fray 
with his blue lightsaber.

Liam was full of confi-
dence and excitement. I 
was also filled with excite-
ment but was extremely 
nervous. Then, I remem-
bered the wise words 
of Master Yoda: “Fear 
is the path to the dark 
side. Fear leads to an-
ger. Anger leads to hate. 

Aimee Coons
Dakota Student
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Hate leads to suffering.” 
I have no time for such 

things in life, so I put 
any fear or worry aside 
and put my best foot for-
ward, beginning my les-
son at the Grand Forks 
Lightsaber Academy.

I had no idea what a 
Lightsaber Academy 
would be like and ex-
pected it to be all fun 
and games. But, as we 
began with stretches and 
a safety talk, I quickly 
reassessed my expecta-
tions. Lightsaber com-
bat is much more than 
just waving lightsabers 
around at your opponent. 
This was serious train-
ing for real sport com-
bat…with lightsabers.   

Ludosport lightsaber 
combat was created in 
Italy in 2006. It has since 

grown into an interna-
tional sport. A hybrid 
form of martial arts and 
fencing, Ludosport was 
created to fit the same 
style of lightsaber com-
bat as the Jedi and Sith 
in the Star Wars universe.

Thomas Arntzen and 
Jennifer Hoffman run the 
Grand Forks Lightsaber 
Academy and teach the 
lightsaber training. They 
were extremely welcom-
ing and the class was 
excited to have some-
one new join them.

Although Liam was 
not interested in learn-
ing the techniques of a 
Jedi, I was attempting to 
contain my excitement 
of having a “real” light-
saber in my hands and 
took things seriously. 
Liam contented himself 
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Missy Iio / Dakota Student
Liam Coons spars with a lightsaber combat instructor at LudoSport Grand Forks on Friday, February 2, 2018.

with practicing on his 
own, occasionally spar-
ring with some of the oth-
er students in the class.

Arntezen started the 
class by walking every-
one through the blocks 
and attacks for Form 1: 
Shii-cho. Hoffman stood 
next to me, correcting 
my form and giving en-
couragement. My class-
mates pitched in with 
tips and created a fun 
atmosphere, despite the 
seriousness of the train-
ing. Training was taken 
seriously, with safety 
coming first and prepar-
ing students for future 
combat competitions.

After learning the dif-
ferent positions for blocks 
and attacks, we moved 
on to practice sparring. 
Jedi training is not for 

the faint of heart and is 
a lot harder than it looks.

Learning the posi-
tions was not hard and 
I thought I had things 
down pretty well. I was 
wrong. Putting every-
thing together and hav-
ing to move my feet at 
the same time was harder 
than I expected. Ludos-
port takes a lot of practice 
and dedication to master.

My training was quite 
the workout but was a lot 
of fun. I felt a little odd 
when we first started, as 
a person normally does 
when trying something 
new but I quickly become 
comfortable. Liam and 
I had a wonderful time, 
fulfilling our dreams of 
training with lightsabers 
and feeling like a real Jedi. 

If anyone is interest 

in learning lightsaber 
training, I highly sug-
gest the free class of-
fered on Thursdays 
from 6 - 7:30 p.m. The 
instructors and students 
are extremely welcom-
ing and nice.       

The Grand Forks Light-
saber Academy is an 
excellent addition to 
the Grand Forks com-
munity. They are excit-
ed to welcome all who 
are interested in Lu-
dosport. Thank you to 
the Grand Forks Light-
saber Academy for the 
amazing training. May 
the Force be with you! 

Move like a Jedi

sting with the Force
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Little Bangkok is a well 
known part of the Grand 
Forks/East Grand Forks 
downtown, and recently 
they expanded to a new 
location in the basement 
of the Memorial Union. 
This new addition to our 
community called for a 
taste test so I, along with 
a cohort of review assis-
tants, went to check it out. 

My friend Katherine 
and I ordered the same 
thing: a Philadelphia su-
shi roll and a soda. The 
taste was everything our 
community has come to 
expect from Little Bang-
kok. The salmon had 
a strong, but not over-
powering smoky flavor, 
and the avocado was the 
freshest I’ve ever tasted 
in a Philadelphia roll. 

The sushi was well por-
tioned. For someone with 
a small appetite, you can 
definitely score leftovers 
from a single roll, as I 
did. I was also pleased to 
leave satisfied, but feeling 
energized by the healthy 
meal. Katherine was also 
impressed. She comment-
ed on the overall quality 
of the house made sushi 
and the wide selection of 
soda. We were both con-
tent with the atmosphere.

 You could tell the res-
taurant was a former 
dining center from its 
appearance, but the at-
mosphere was that of a 
restaurant: a few groups 
of people chatting quietly 
and enjoying their food, 
delicious smells wafting 
from the kitchen. There 

Maddie Ardelean
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Photos by Trevor Alveshere / Dakota Student           
Little Bangkok recently opened in the former Terrace Dining Center space in the Memorial Union basement.

Ely's Ivy 22 S 3rd St.     (701)757-0243     www.elysivy.com

Featuring weekly changing
menu  ems, full bar, and
late night specials

Current After 9 Specials:
$7 Camel Sliders with Tabbouleh,

$9 Fried Chicken with greens, 
$6 Mules, $4.50 Taps, $3.50 Rails

was a kind of calm and 
quiet there that you just 
can’t find in a dining 
center, but with no less 
convenience. Katherine 
and I had our food in 
under a minute, possibly 
faster than you would get 
food in a dining center.

Our core team was as-
sisted by three others, 
Seongeun, Justin and 
Hyebin, who had gone 
there a bit earlier in the 
day. They had differ-
ent entrees, and all were 
first and foremost im-
pressed with the value. 
All of their meals were 
inexpensive, and all three 
were taking leftovers 
home with them. The 
only concern they voiced 
was that compared to 
the downtown location, 
the menu was limited. 

The Memorial Union 
satellite location had four 
entree choices, a number 
of side dishes and four 
sushi roll choices. It is, at 
least for the moment, a 
more limited menu than 
the downtown location 
offers, but still complete 
enough for everyone to 
find something to their 
liking. Vegetarian op-
tions were available too.

If you need a break 
from the dining center 
or packed lunches, Little 
Bangkok is a good op-
tion for a quick, healthy 
meal. The prices are rea-
sonable, and the selec-
tion is adequate to satisfy 
anyone. The quality of 
the food is excellent, and 
the atmosphere is a wel-
come alternative to the 
chaos of the dining cen-
ters. Overall, I can rec-

ommend Little Bangkok 
in the Union, and would 
give it 3.5 stars. It’s not 
anything fancy, but it’s 
affordable, satisfying, 
healthy and convenient. 

Little Bangkok
A welcome addition to UND

Maddie Ardelean is an A&C writer 
for Dakota Student. 

She can be reached at 
maddie.ardelean@und.edu

Our writer Maddie gave Little Bangkok  
3 1/2 out of 5 sushi rolls.



Mimi Eiden, a fresh-
man on the UND 
women’s soccer team, 
made herself right 
at home this year. 

After a short settling-
in period she began con-
tributing points consis-
tently. Eiden ended up 
with two goals and three 
assists by the end of the 
season, the second lead-
ing scorer on the team be-
hind junior Katie Moller. 

Happy but not satis-
fied, Eiden is excited to 
continue working to-
wards an even better 
season in years to come.

“I think we can defi-
nitely improve. We 
didn’t quite reach my 
goals for the team 
this year, which were 
to make it to confer-
ence playoffs,” Eiden 
said. “It was a little bit 

Madison Overby
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of a heartbreak being 
one point away from 
reaching that goal.”

Eiden is confident 
in her teammates and 
herself regarding the 

upcoming season. The 
team has the opportuni-
ty to improve and learn 
from their past mistakes. 

“Our team is really 
good about progres-
sively getting better,” 
Eiden said. “We fix one 
thing and right away 

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
UND forward Mimi Eiden sprints with the ball down the pitch at Bronson Field during a match against Idaho State earlier this season.

Madsion Overby is a sports writer
for Dakota Student. 

She can be reached at 
madison.overby@und.edu

look for the next thing.”
Eiden is positive that 

through the hard work 
and dedication of the 
team they will be able 
to reach their goals. 

The soccer team has 
a short spring season 
which will provide a 
chance to work on im-
proving against some 
teams in the North Da-
kota/Minnesota region.

Eiden grew up in For-
est Lake, Minnesota 

where she attended 
high school for two 
years before complet-
ing her associates de-
gree post secondary 
education options from 

Northcentral University. 
Here at UND, Ei-

den is working on her 
major in communica-
tion. Although unsure 
about what will come 
after graduation, she 
looks at a communica-
tion major as a great 

jumping off point.
Soccer has always been 

a part of Eiden’s life 
whether it was through 
high school and club 
soccer teams or right at 
home with her family. 
She is one of 17 children 
who range from age one 
to 25 years old. They’re a 
self-proclaimed “soccer 
family” and Eiden talked 
about how they would 
constantly be playing 
soccer in their backyard.

Five of the chil-
dren, including Eiden, 
were adopted at the 
same time from Libe-
ria. The other 12 chil-
dren are all biological.

“My dad wanted to 
adopt one child and 
my mom wanted to 
put down six chil-
dren (on the adoption 
form),” Eiden said. 
“It was crazy because 
they ended up getting 
five of us who all came 
from one family there.”

They’re a super 
close family and Ei-
den said she wouldn’t 
have it any other way.

“It’s a big family and 
I love it,” Eiden said. 
“Everyone in the fam-
ily has a pair. The oldest 
two are super alike and 
it goes down from there. 
My closest brother and 
I are always together.”

Eiden was looking at 
a couple other schools 
closer to home, one of 
which was the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, where 
she would’ve played 
soccer as well. How-
ever, she fell in love 
with the campus and 
the personality of the 
team when she came to 
visit UND. There was 
something right about 
Grand Forks that she 
couldn’t turn down.

Although Eiden 
moved away from her 
large family she was 
able to find a second 
one right here at UND.

“The best part about 
the team is that we’re like 
a family,” Eiden said. “I 
know other teams hang 
out during practice and 
games but we’re to-
gether all the time. It’s 
like a support system. 
If one person is down 
we lift them back up.”

“The best part about the team is that 
we’re like a family. I know other teams 
hang out during practice and games but 
we’re together all the time. It’s like a 
support system. If one person is down we 
lift them back up.”

Mimi Eiden, UND forward
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Eiden “soccer family” led her here to UND

MIMI 
EIDEN

Help Wanted:
Do you enjoy being 

with young children? 

Zion is  looking for a 

nursery care provider on 

Sunday mornings from 

9:00 a.m. to noon to pro-

vide a safe,  fun envi-

ronment for children to 

play while parents are in 

Classifieds
Sunday School  or church. 

Zion's  nursery cares for 

children from birth up to 

4 years old. 

Apply by email ing Zion 

United Methodist  Church 

at  off ice@zion-umc.org or 

cal l ing 701-772-1893
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Former UND forard Chris Wilkie transferred to Colorado College at the beginning of the season and will have to sit out a year due to NCAA regulations.

Stepping into the Ralph for 
the first time is an experience 
most hockey players mark 
as their greatest memory. 

It is the beginning of their 
journey with the Univer-
sity of North Dakota’s sto-
ried hockey program, and 
they get to be a part of it. A 
program that takes in few 
talented athletes and even 
then, it turns out not to fit all. 

While the program took in 
transfer Nick Jones this sea-
son, the program also parted 
ways with a few players, 
including goaltender Matej 
Tomek and forwards Mike 
Gornall and Chris Wilkie. 

While Tomek has found his 
place in the juniors playing 
for the Waterloo Blackhawks 
and Gornall has headed 
back out east at RPI, Wilkie 
has made a home out of a 
NCHC rival in Colorado Col-
lege: A program that could 
use the skill and talent that 
Wilkie has proven to have. 

Wilkie appeared in 62 
games for the Fighting 
Hawks and was a freshman 
on UND’s 2015-16 national 
championship team. The 2015 
Florida Panthers NHL draft 
pick  scored six goals and 
added 13 assists for UND, in-
cluding one goal and nine as-
sists in 30 games in 2016-17.

“I wanted to stay within the 
NCHC, number one,” Wilkie 
said. “I felt like the coaching 
staff and I created a strong 
relationship right away when 
we initially started talking, 
so that was a big factor.”

Colorado College will soon 
be home to two Wilkie’s, 
Chris and his younger brother 
Coltan, an opportunity Chris 

Allyson Bento
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has never had being four 
years older than his brother. 

“With my brother al-
ready being committed to 
Colorado College, he was 
familiar with the program 
and spoke highly of it,” 
Wilkie said. “I am excited 
to play with him in the next 
couple years here as well.”

While playing alongside 
his brother is the icing on 
the cake and the fit in Colo-
rado was exactly what he 
was looking for, the brother-
hood he developed in North 
Dakota is something that he 
is looking forward to return-
ing to, among of some Grand 
Forks great attractions.

“Just seeing all of the guys 
again, it’s always fun to get 
back together with them,” 
Wilkie said. “And I’m also 
excited for Red Pepper.”

Wilkie’s return brings 
excitement to his former 
teammates, including some 
former roommates, Rhett 
Gardner and Shane Gersich. 
Wilkie’s absence is argu-
ably felt most by these two 
not only as teammates, but 
roommates and best friends.

“It didn’t really hit un-
til the last day of school 
that he was gone and he 
wasn’t coming back for the 
summer,” Gardner said.  

“It was kind of a tough 
situation, he’s one of my 
best friends on the team and 
he was my roommate fresh-
man year and last year, we 
were really close and it was 
tough but he had to do it 
for himself,” Gersich said. 

A tough loss in and out-
side the program, but when 
asked who he’d pick to spend 
time on the ice with, Ger-
sich and Gardner made that 
short list a true testament 
to how strong their bond is. 

Allyson Bento is the sports editor
for Dakota Student. 

She can be reached at 
allysonmarie.bento@und.edu

“We always had really 
good chemistry off the ice 
and on the ice. One game 
we played together fresh-
man year and the first two 
shifts Wilkie scored on both 
shifts,” Gardner said. “I un-
derstand why he did it and 
I hope everything works out 
for him at Colorado College.” 

While Wilkie won’t be 
eligible to play in this week-
end’s game against UND, 
his former teammates are 
gearing up for the day 
that they see him on the 
ice in yellow and black.

“It’ll be a little bit dif-
ferent playing on another 
team for the last two years, 
hopefully I can give him a 
little body,” Gersich said. 

Moving on to this new 
adventure in Colorado, 
Wilkie will always have 
memories that he holds 
closest to his heart that oc-
cured right here at UND. 

“Winning it all fresh-
man year, that is a memory 
that i’ll always cherish for 
the rest of my hockey ca-
reer,” Wilkie said while 
reminiscing about being a 
part of the 2015-2016 Na-
tional Championship team.

The adjustments have 
been long and tough and 
there’s something that 
UND’s program can’t get 
back and that’s a special atti-
tude that Wilkie brings with 
him everywhere he goes. 

“His laugh, it’s just conta-
gious. He’s a funny guy and 
he’s just fun to hang out with,” 
Gersich said. “He’s a good 
kid, he has a good heart.”

Former UND forward Chris Wilkie visits 
Grand Forks with Colorado College
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Making his return 
to the Ralph
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UND sat idle on a bye 
week this past weekend 
and it seems to be coming 
at a good time for them. 
They’re 12-8-8 while being 
tied for fourth place with 
the University of Minne-
sota Duluth in the NCHC 
with only eight games 
remaining in the season. 

Head Coach Brad Berry 
seems to be optimistic 
about the season going 
forward due to this bye 
week timing for the team. 

“We didn’t have a bye 
week in the first half, a 
lot of teams did,” Berry 
said. “This comes at a 
good time on a few dif-
ferent things on a mental 
and physical break, as 
far as getting recharged 
and refocused for the re-
maining eight games.” 

UND has not had their 
best year in recent mem-
ory having only been two 
years out from their last 

Nick Erickson
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national title. But there 
are still hopes in mak-
ing a major impact with 
their final few series 
that could lift them to a 
home series in the NCHC 
playoffs. This home se-

ries berth could give the 
team a boost and allow 
them to begin playing 
their best hockey at the 
end of the season, when 
it all matters the most. 

UND has been strug-
gling the past few weeks 
with injuries occurring 
to some of their impact 
players this season. Rhett 
Gardner has been side-
lined for a few weeks now, 

Nick Erickson is a sports writer
for Dakota Student. 

He can be reached at 
nicholas.r.erickson@und.edu

as well as leading scorer 
Nick Jones battling an in-
jury as well having been 
held out of the lineup on 
Saturday of last weekend. 

These are two key play-
ers UND has needed in the 

lineup and will need in 
the lineup going forward 
until the pairwise is set at 
the end of the conference 
championship weekend. 
The bye week this year is 
giving them time to heal 
and come back stron-
ger for their final push. 

“I think we’ll probably 
get a couple of guys back 
from the injury list and 
infused into our lineup.” 

Berry said, potentially 
foreshadowing the re-
turn of Nick Jones, who is 
hopefully joining the line-
up sooner rather than lat-
er, Rhett Gardner’s injury 
hopefully will not keep 
him out for much longer. 

This bye week is also 
going to allow for North 
Dakota more time to pre-
pare for their more dif-
ficult matchups coming 
at the end of this season. 

UND is going to need 
to get past Colorado Col-
lege, Nebraska-Omaha, 
Miami and St. Cloud 
State. The more difficult 
matchups of these final 
four series are with Ne-
braska and SCSU. UND 
goes into Nebraska to 
play a team that has been 
lighting up their score-
board at home recently. 
Their last four home se-
ries they have scored 13, 
15, 10,= and nine dur-
ing those weekends. 

St. Cloud State is still 
a strong team this sea-
son as they showed this 

past weekend beating 
UNO 3-5, and 2-6 in the 
Herb Brooks arena. The 
series on the road with 
Nebraska-Omaha could 
be considered a potential 
measuring stick with how 
they could handle SCSU 
at the end of the season. 

North Dakota is going to 
need a big push at the end 
of the year to make their 
position stick in hopes for 
a NCAA tournament bid 
come March. They cur-
rently stand in the eighth 
position just ahead of the 
University of Minnesota. 
However, the NCHC has 
a lot of teams that are in 
the hunt for jumping into 
the national tournament. 

The current leaders in 
the Pairwise rankings are 
Notre Dame, St. Cloud 
State and Denver. All 
three teams are tied for 
the lead after this past 
weekend. This can be a 
little concerning as North 
Dakota is three points 
from third place (Western 
Michigan) and 13 points 

from first. However, Brad 
Berry remains optimis-
tic and steadfast with his 
process for the team going 
forward in the final push 
at the end of the season. 

“We really get con-
cerned about the rankings 
at the end of the year. 
You have highs and lows 
throughout the season. 
You get some adversity 
and you try to get through 
those things to make you 
a better team,” Berry said. 

UND has faced some 
adversity and will con-
tinue to some in the re-
maining months losing 
Ludvig Hoff to the Nor-
wegian Olympic team in 
February. Berry seemed 
hopeful that the return 
of the injured players 
will ease that adver-
sity heading into the 
home series weekend 
with Colorado College.

Bye, Bye, Bye

The importance of bye week in sports programs
Dakota Student File Photo

UND head coach Brad Berry leads the men’s hockey team in a practice last season at the Ralph Engelstad Arena.

“I think we’ll probably 
get a couple of guys back 
from the injury list and 
infused into our lineup.”

Brad Berry, UND Head Coach
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