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Hawks or
Gophers?

What the stats say

Allyson Bento
Dakota Student

There is a certain sense of
pride to be included in some-
thing that makes history, like
winning a national champi-
onship or being a part of a
historical rivalry. UND hock-
ey alumnus Andy Kollar
has checked off both boxes.

Kollar was a part of the
1999-2000 UND National
Championship team, and
while that was a memo-
ry he’ll never forget, he
also recalls memories of
playing  the  Minnesota
Golden Gophers that still
to this

“The Sioux-Gopher rival-

moves him day.
ry to me is something that
gives you goosebumps,”
Kollar said. “As an athlete
every game is suppose to
be the same, same emo-
tions same prep, but this

one is the one where your

both teams belonged to
the WCHA, so the rivalry
was hot all year around.

“You find out real quick
from the older leaders that
it's a big deal. You find out

it's a town thing and it seems

Photo courtesy Andy Kollar's twitter (@kiels_35)

Andy Kollar reminiscing on Gopher experience

he could’ve been better.

“l finally got to start
against the Gophers opening
night of the new Ralph. Been
waiting and working for this
moment... and totally shit the
bed. Ilet the whole city down

"I'm happy to say that even
though that game and that year
didn't go as I wanted, that game
was one of the best games I ever
played in college and I'm very
lucky to have been apart of the
whole rivalry and honored to
play a very small role in it."

Andy Kollar, UND Hockey alumnus

bigger than just a game,”
Kollar said. “I remember my
first year driving into the
rink parking lot on a Tues-
day and there was tents set
up outside lined up at the
doors and I couldn't believe

(in my mind),” Kollar said.
“Something I try not to talk
about that much but still get
questioned here and there.”

With the unfortunate re-
sult Kollar still looks on the
bright side, the privilege

"The Sioux-Gopher rivalry to me is something
that gives you goosebumps. As an athlete every
game is suppose to be the same, same emotions
same prep, but this one is the one where your
blood starts pumping a bit faster. When the
schedule was released it was the first series you

look for."

Andy Kollar , UND Hockey alumnus

blood starts pumping a bit
When the sched-
ule was released it was the

faster.

first series you look for.”
During Kollar’s time in
the UND program, play-
Golden Gophers
guaranteed

ing the

was since

what I saw. I thought ‘I bet-
ter play unreal if I get in.”

Though Kollar
that he spent a lot of time

admits

as a backup for Karl Goeh-
ring, when he did get the
chance to start against
the Gophers he felt like

to be there and be a part of
the historic rivalry. Playing
in both arenas and know-
ing that no matter where he
went, the fans followed and
they were loud and proud.

“The difference of home

rink was incredible, I remem-

ber at home how loud it got
in that rink. “‘Old Ralph’ deaf-
ening when welcome to the
jungle came on,” Kollar said.

Along with the deafen-
ing cheers, UND fans par-
took in perhaps the most
peculiar tradition in col-
lege hockey that Kollar to
this day still cannot believe.

“No one told me about
what happened when we
scored the first goal,” Kol-
lar said. “I was laughing and
shocked the first time I saw
all those dead gophers come
flying into the ice. That right
there showed me a lot of how
the town looked forward
to this game as well. Catch-
ing and storing gophers in
your fridge for months.”

Recounting the final years
as a “Fighting Sioux,” Kol-
lar was appreciative of the
time he spent with one of
the most storied hockey
programs in college his-
tory and playing the Go-
phers as a final send off.

“My last game as a Sioux
was against the Gophers in
Mariucci and my first start
there against them,” Kol-
lar said. “Another crazy at-
mosphere but didn't hold
a candle to the Ralph. I'm
happy to say that even
though that game and that
year didn't go as I wanted,
that game was one of the
best games I ever played in
college and I'm very lucky to
have been apart of the whole
rivalry and honored to play

a very small role in it.”

Allyson Bento is the sports editor for
Dakota Student.
She can be reached at
allysonmarie.bento@und.edu

Cole Johnson
Dakota Student

This Friday and Satur-
day will be the first time
since 2012 that the Min-
Golden Gophers
team makes its

nesota
hockey
way to the Ralph Engels-
tad Arena. It looks to be
a matchup of two young
talented hockey teams.

Coming into the games,
the University of North
Dakota Fighting Hawks are
ranked fourth at a record
of 3-0-1, and the Gophers
are 2-2 and ranked eighth.
This will be the Fighting
Hawks first regular sea-
son matchup against a
ranked opponent this year.

The

tering this weekend af-

Gophers are en-
ter a split series at home
eleventh ranked
their
loss came in overtime at
the hands of ninth ranked
Minnesota Duluth at the
beginning of the season.

The roster for the Fight-

ing Hawks is very differ-

against

Penn State, other

ent this year. The team has
returned 18 players from
last year; there are eight
newcomers, seven of them
being freshmen. This year’s
team returns four of the
top seven point scorers, in-
cluding the top scorer from
last year in both points and
goals, Shane Gersich. The
Fighting Hawks will be
looking to fill the big hole
that
Poolman and Brock Bo-

Tyson Jost, Tucker
eser left when they left
for the NHL this year.
The Gophers roster is
The
team returned 21 players

also very different.

from the previous year.
There are seven newcom-
ers, six of whom are fresh-
men. The Gophers are very
similar to the Hawks in
that they will also be re-
turning four of the top sev-
en point scorers, with their
top point and goal scorer
in Tyler Sheehy returning.

A  major matchup to
look out for this weekend
will be Gophers freshman

Casey Mittelstadt against
Fighting Hawks own fresh-
man Grant Mismash. Both
players were drafted in
the 2017 NHL entry draft;
Mittelstadt picked
eighth overall by the Buf-
falo Sabres and Mismash

was

went in the second round,
61st overall by the Nash-
ville Predators. Mismash
is coming off of NCHC
Rookie of the Week honors
after scoring two points, a
goal and an assist against
St. Lawrence. Mittelstadt is
a standout freshmen. Mit-
telstadt was named Min-
nesota’s 2017 Mr. Hockey,
2017 USA Today All-USA
Athlete of the Year, 2016
and 2017 Associated Press
Prep Hockey Player of the
Year for Minnesota. This
Mittelstadt has two

goals along with an as-

year,

sist totalling three points.

Another player to watch
for in this upcoming series
is Fighting Hawks goalie,
Cam Johnson. Johnson
earned NCHC Goaltender
of the Week honors after
his performance against St.
Lawrence, stopping 47 of
49 shots over the two games
which helped him lower
his school-record goals
against average to 2.04.

The Fighting Hawks will
need Johnson to be at his
best this weekend. Both
the Gophers and the Fight-
ing Hawks are averaging
three goals per game this
season. It will be down to
both goalies to see who
can stop either offense.

This series is a matchup
of two of the best teams
in the country with one of
the most historic rivalries
in all of college hockey.
Both

much this series means to

teams know how
their fan bases. The games
this weekend should be a
very exciting matchup be-
tween two great schools.

Cole Johnson is a staff writer for
Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
cole.t.johnson@und.edu
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The 2016 NCAA championship banner is raised at the Ralph Engelstad Arena on September 30, 2016.

Dakota Student file photo

The story behind the greatest rivalry of the upper Midwest

Jacob Notermann
Dakota Student

When the University
of North Dakota and the
University of Minnesota
first took the ice back in
1930,
ably didn’t what they were

the players prob-
about get their schools into.

Did they know Grand
Forks and the Twin Cities

only eight wins separat-
ing the two, this old-school
athletics

to the place where tradi-

rivalry  returns
tions never die. This will be
the first time the Gophers
enter Grand Forks since
2012, back when the two
teams were conference foes.

“There’s so much bad
blood between everyone,”
UND student Evan Dams-

tional ranking; it affects
the morale of a school. It's
not just saying one school
is better than the other
this season. It’s saying one
school is, and always has
been, better than the other.

What
ice is just one aspect. The
shaking the

as well as those who join

happens on the
fans

arena

the action digitally all

"There’s so much bad blood between
everyone. Everyone just plays up. Every player
gives a 110 percent in these games. They know
the tradition. They know the rivalry. They just
play up to those expectations. I think that’s
what makes it so much better of a game."

Evan Damsgard, UND student

would be linked forever?
Did they know this one
game would turn into an
almost century-long war?
Did they know one of the
greatest rivalries of all time
had just been conceived?

Since that game in Febru-
ary of 1930, the two schools
have been the Jordan vs.
LeBron of collegiate hockey.
Nearly 300 games later with

gard said. “Everyone just

plays
gives a 110 percent in these

up. Every player

games. They know the tra-
dition. They know the ri-
valry. They just play up to
those expectations. I think
that's what makes it so
much better of a game.”

That’s the difference for
a classic rivalry. A win or

a loss doesn’t affect a na-

have something at stake.

“It's almost like going
to the NCAA playoffs,”
Damsgard said. “I would
say this big of a rivalry

game, everyone’s going to
be excited for it. You have
to be in the moment for
these kinds of games, be-
cause it can literally just
happen in an instant.”

An instant. One second.
Maybe even less. Perhaps,
even 0.6 seconds can change
the momentum of a rivalry.

UND has
ing over three years to
correct what happened
in Philadelphia in 2014.

Seeing your team lose in

been wait-

the regular season gives
you time to fix your sea-
son. When it’s a rival, the
season doesn’t matter. A
legacy has to be restored.

However, this rivalry’s
tradition isn’t just estab-
lished on the ice. Kristofor
Paulson, a UND Economics
Instructor, has been follow-
ing North Dakota hockey
since he was a young North
Dakotan. He and his par-
ents are all UND alumni.

While Paulson attended

Classifieds

Help Wanted:

Part time position for
local moving company.
Must be an active, atten-
tive, and friendly person.
Apply in person, Kedney
Moving Center located at
4700 DeMers Ave. $16-$22
per hour, flexible sched-
ules.

Help Wanted:

Personal Banker (Tell-
er) — Grand Forks, ND
Bank Forward in Grand
Forks, ND has an open-

ing for a full-time Personal
Banker. Hours would be
Monday-Friday  between
8:00am-
rotating

the hours of
6:00pm,  with
Saturday shifts. Responsi-
bilities include teller du-
ties and paying functions;
bookkeeping; cross sell-
ing banking products and
services; responding to
customer inquiries; and an-
swering phones promptly
and courteously. Past ex-
perience in bank or retail
involving customer inter-
action and cash handling

UND, he recalled standing
in line at 6 a.m. to ensure he
got the tickets he wanted.

This
again be no shortage of

year, there will
students waiting in line
outside the Ralph early
in the morning just to get
tickets. tickets

for this game has become

Getting

another rivalry in itself.
“Talking to some peo-
ple,
hockey tickets just so they

they bought season

could go to this Minnesota-
UND game,” Paulson said.

Now, these two schools
restart the fire. Two
schools. Both ranked near
the top. Both littered with
championship trophies.
Both well-represented in
the NHL. A new era begins.

The rivalry comes home.

Jacob Notermann is a staff writer
for Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
jacob.notermann@und.edu

is preferred. High school
diploma or GED required.

Please send your resume
to Bank Forward, Human
Resources, PO Box 7070,
Fargo, ND 58106 or email
to humanresources@bank-
forward.com.

Our company is widely
respected for its commit-
ment to employees and of-
fers a comprehensive ben-
efit package.

Application deadline is
October 23, 2017.
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The Dakota Stu-
dent reserves the
copyright  privi-
lege for all stories
written and pub-
lished by the staff.
Permission must
be given by the Ed-
itor to reprint any

article, cartoon,
photograph or
part thereof.

The Dakota Stu-
dent is a student-
operated news-
paper published
by the university
of North Dakota.

Opinions ex-
pressed in this
publication are
not necessar-
ily those of UND
or the adminis-
tration, faculty,
staff and student
body of UND.

The Dakota Stu-
dent is published
every Tuesday
and Friday dur-
ing the academic
year except dur-
ing holidays, va-
cation breaks and
exam periods.

The Dakota Stu-
dent is printed at
Grand Forks Her-
ald on PEFC Certi-
fied paper, using
soy-based inks.

The Dakota Stu-
dent welcomes
feedback regard-
ing articles and
photographs,
and prints cor-

rections f(t)r, ar-
. containin
ticles )

factual errors.

Accounting and Business Students

MILL

CPAs Can Earn Up to $1 Million Dollars More in a Lifetime Versus Non-CPA*

“Becker estimates that CPAs can eam over $1M more over their career than non-CPA accountants over a 40 year career ndcpas.org/student
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Nick Erickson
Dakota Student

Everyone who calls
themselves a fan of col-
lege hockey has prob-
ably informed you they
prefer watching it over
the NHL. That is abso-
lutely the case with most
UND hockey fans. This
year is even more mean-
ingful. This year some-
thing magical happensin
the season. UND gets to
play the Gophers in the
Ralph. The Ralph Engel-
stad Arena is popularly
known as one of the best,

if not the best, venues
in all of college hockey.
The town is buzzing
during what most up-
perclassmen, alumni
and townies will all call
“hate week,” the days
leading up to the week-
end showdown with the
University of Minnesota.

UND and the U of M
have had a lot of stellar
players come through
their programs. Most
notably in recent years,
the focus has come onto
the players that have
gone on to the NHL
and become highly pro-
ductive players in the

world’s most competitive
league of hockey. Now,
it's time to really break
down these two pro-
grams by the numbers.

Just discussing the era
of the Ralph Engelstad
opening up, both pro-
grams have produced in-
credibly successful play-
ers. Household names
included with the go-
phers: Nick Leddy, Phil
Kessel, Kyle Okposo, Erik
Haula, Thomas Vanek,
Nick Bjugstad and Blake
Wheeler. UND has put
out quite the household
names as well. The big
name that tops the list

of course being Jona-
than Toews, followed by
Zach Parise, T] Oshie,
Matt Greene, Travis Za-
jac and Drew Stafford.

There will be a much
larger list of names to
come in the future from
both clubs as well. Brock
Boeser recently began
his first full season in the
NHL and already mak-
ing a splash. Tyson Jost,
also for UND, is start-
ing out well this season
even though it is early.

Other players looking
to make a large contri-
bution in the near fu-
ture to their teams are

HOCKEY
AFTER

Drake Caggiula of the
Edmonton Oilers, Nick
Schmaltz of the Chicago
Blackhawks, who has
been switched around
with the likes of large
named players like UND
alumni Jonathan Toews
and one of the best
players in Blackhawks
history: Patrick Kane.

Troy Stecher of the Van-
couver Canucks quickly
became a fan favorite
last year and is looking
to take on an even big-
ger role this year. Paul
Ladue of the L.A. Kings
has made his way onto
the Kings opening night

roster and is looking
to make a huge impact
in the defensive core.

Last but not least, Tuck-
er Poolman of the Winni-
peg Jets surprised even
his head coach who had
made the comment be-
fore the preseason start-
ed that no true rookie
will be making the open-
ing night roster for the
Jets this year and Tucker
proved him wrong. All
players were a part of
the 2016 national cham-
pionship team at UND.

Players for Minnesota
that will be up and com-
ing stars in the NHL are
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also in abundance simi-
lar to UND. Kyle Rau of
the Towa Wild will see
quite a bit of playing time
up with the NHL Wild,
Hudson Fasching of the
Buffalo Sabres, Mike
Reilly of the Minnesota
Wild already has two
points in the three games
he’s played in, Brady
Skjei having played all
of the games with the
New York Rangers so far
this year is gaining con-
fidence with his physi-
cal play from head coach
Alain Vigneault. Look-
ing forward, Casey Mit-
telstadt a dynamic threat

OLLEGE

Two programs and their NHL Presence

"UND and the U of M have had a
lot of stellar players come through
their programs. Most notably in
recent years, the focus has come
onto the players that have gone
on to the NHL and become highly
productive players in the world’s
most competitive league of hockey."

Andy Kollar, UND Hockey alumnus

of a player that current-
ly is playing for Min-
nesota, was the eighth
overall pick in last
year’'s NHL draft and

the 2017 Minnesota Mr.
Hockey award winner.

Together, UND and the
University of Minnesota
have put out a combined

total of 72 players since
2001 to have touched
the ice in an NHL uni-
form during the regular
season. UND having the
edge by only two play-
ers in this comparison.
However, noticeably so
the gophers have put
forth a larger number of
forwards who have be-
come more productive
with points and games
played in the NHL hav-
ing the edge on UND by
1,565 games played. The
gophers also have out-
scored UND alumni in
the NHL by 1,007 points
accumulated. Yes, these

Photos by NHL.com
Graphics by Shiny Mahlum

numbers sound discour-
aging to UND fans, but
UND still has the gophers
beat in what is consid-
ered to be the most im-
portant statistic: Stanley
Cups won. UND alumni
have won the Stanley
cup on 15 separate oc-
casions compared to the
Gophers 11. This can be
similarly compared to
UND’s overall amount
of NCAA National Titles
won, standing at eight
over Minnesota’s five.

These are two incred-
ibly big powerhouse
programs that produce
NHL stars just about

every year. It is incred-
ibly possible you will
see a good amount of
the players that play in
this upcoming series,
facing off against each
other in the near future
while being paid large
salaries in the NHL. But
for the meantime, we are
all going to enjoy this
incredible rivalry in this
upcoming series staged
for an epic battle at the
Ralph Englestad Arena.

Nick Erickson is a staff writer
for Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
nick.r.erickson@und.edu



Where to get a cold one after the big game

Rhombus Guys or Half Brothers: which local brewery fits you best?

Half Brothers Brewing Company offers a number of unique beers, including gése beers which have strong salt notes and bright flavors.

Shelby Johnson
Dakota Student

Grand  Forks isn’t
known for its breweries,
but in late 2015 Rhombus
expanded their famous
pizza place to include
their own beers. The
community was excited
to finally have a brew-
ery to add to the many
restaurants that take
space in the Grand Cit-
ies. Two years later the
brewery is still thriving.

This October, Half
Brothers brewery opened
and many people asked

their beers were made.
With the same idea, they
made their kitchen an
open concept. Rhom-
bus keeps their brew-
ery hidden in the back,
displaying a restaurant
that specializes in beer.

Half Brothers made
their brewery open for
all ages, allowing the
whole community to en-
gage in their fun. Rhom-
bus’ brewery is 21+ to
separate it from their
restaurant. Although
both have their own cre-
ative feel, they bring
their own tastes to life.

So I started out my

usual carbon dioxide. The
smooth, milky consisten-
cy with a chocolate and
caramel forward taste
was nothing like usual
bitter coffee nitros and
stouts. Also, this nitro was
made with Grand Fork’s
own Bully Brew Coffee.

I moved onto the Ok-
toberfest, which was less
powerful and slid down
easier than the beers 1
had at the Oktoberfest
Pub Crawl earlier in Sep-
tember this year. I made
my way up the list to the
Chokecherry Gose. The
sour beer gave me a break
from the heavier beers

“Half Brothers took a different
direction than Rhombus had when
they opened. Half Brothers allowed
people to peer into their brewery and
see where their beers were made. With
the same idea, they made their kitchen
an open concept. Rhombus keeps their
brewery hidden in the back, displaying

a restaurant that specializes in beer.”
Shelby Johnson, Features editor

the question: what’s the
difference? Half Broth-
ers took a different di-
rection than Rhombus
had when they opened.
Half Brothers allowed
people to peer into their
brewery and see where

hard day of work at Half
Brothers, trying out the
new beers. I went against
the rules of going light
to dark and began with
the Coffee Brown Nitro.
Nitros are made with ni-
trogen rather than the

I tried, and it gave my
sweet tooth a kick start.

Half Brothers inclusive
environment allows peo-
ple to use the bar to sit
close with their friends
or use the community
style benches to sit with a

mixture of people. Their
community ideal can be
seen in the seating itself.

While casually talking

than Half Brothers until
the clean finish. The only
sour on the menu was a
fairly new one from what

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student

the beer’s flavor hits you
at first and then smooths
out for an easy drink. This
kind of beer is easy for

“Although both are breweries, Half
Brothers and Rhombus have completely

different business styles.”
Shelby Johnson, Features editor

with Chad Gunderson,
he said the glasses are
meant to be brought up
for each beer. Instead of
washing an average of
two to three glasses per
person, the company can
conserve some water by
just rinsing the inside be-
tween different beers the
individual customer has.

Next, I headed over to
Rhombus Guys. Again,
I tried a nitro, an Okto-
berfest and a sour. To get
the same effect, I washed
away the previous beers
with water and tried the
beers in the same order
I had at Half Brothers.

The nitro I had was
the Into the Darkness.
The Into the Darkness
comes in CO2 as well as
nitro. Its dark taste bal-
ances a bitter coffee with
a sweet chocolate. The
first moment it hits your
tongue is where all the
flavors are. I then tried
Rhombus’s Oktoberfest
which was a bit heavier

the waitress told me. The
Blackberry Boogie was
extremely tart and fruit
forward. This sour defi-
nitely pinched my cheeks.

Rhombus’  individual
style from their restau-
rant definitely carried
over to their brewery.
The exposed brick, lo-
cal art, foosball and pin-
ball machines make a
fun place for friends to
gather. The bar is locat-
ed in the middle of the
brewery, making it more
closed off and intimate
for better one-on-one in-
teraction. It's also easier
for a group of friends to
have their own space.

Although  both  are
breweries, Half Brothers
and Rhombus have com-
pletely different busi-
ness styles. As I see it,
Rhombus is a brewery
that welcomes newfound
beer lovers looking to
expand their horizons.

Rhombus’s beer style is
more one noted, meaning

Bud Light or Budweiser
regulars that want some-
thing more than what
they’re used to. Rhombus
gives people the ability
to dive into the craft beer
scene without deterring
them from adventure.

On the other hand, Half
Brothers has a multidi-
mensional taste factor.
Their beers change flavor
depending on where it
hits on your palate. I rec-
ommend Half Brothers
for people that have had
their share of craft beer.
The full body flavor could
be too much for a reli-
giously light beer drink-
er. For those looking to
expand their knowledge
on craft beer and training
themselves to taste more,
Half Brothers is a good
local brewery to visit.

Shelby Johnson is the features edi-
tor for Dakota Student.
She can be reached at
shelby.marie.johnson@und.edu

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
Rhombus Guys Brewing Company maintains core beers available to guests year-round but also has sea-
sonal selections, including their Blackberry Boogie (front right).
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THE PRODIGAL YON

UND Fighting Hawks sophomore forward Zach Yon.

Quinn Robinson-Duff
Dakota Student

Let the skates glide and
the pucks fly. The Univer-
sity of North Dakota and
the Golden Gophers of
Minnesota are at it once
again bringing, their ri-
valry back to the Ralph
Engelstad Arena for the
first time in six seasons.

For one player on the
UND hockey team, this
rivalry means something
completely different than
what the others will ex-
perience. Zach Yon, a for-
ward for the University of
North Dakota, has a fam-
ily history in this storied
rivalry, however, from the
other side. Bill Yon, Zach’s
father, was a part of the
Golden Gophers hockey
program from 1982-85.

Stories from the grue-

some events of the rival-
ry during Bill’s time as
a Gopher, where player
safety and rules were an
afterthought, were passed
down from father to son
starting from Bill's first
game at the ‘Old Barn’
Bill recalled mak-

ing his way to the ice to
begin his shooting rou-
tine, one of the Sioux
players punched one of
Bill'’s teammates in front
of him and chaos soon
erupted as both teams be-
gan whaling on each oth-
er. Troy Murray, a UND
player, grabbed freshman
Bill Yon during the brawl.
“l just tried to sur-
vive. I was 18,” Bill said.
This was Bill’s first
game in college hockey,
and he quickly realized
how big of a deal this ri-
valry was. Not only was
the rivalry a shock to

Russ Hons

Bill, but the environment
that surrounded him.

“The old rink in it-
self had a sort of char-
ismatic atmosphere to
it,” Bill said. “I loved
the rink, fans were right
on top of us and ev-
ery game was heated.”

Knowing well from
his father’s stories of
the frequent fights and
fierce competition of the
historic rivalry between
the two programs, Zach
still decided to com-
mit and play for Bill’s
former  rival:  UND.

Both raised in Roseau,
Minnesota, Zach and Bill
played for the storied Ro-
seau high school hockey
program. Roseau has ap-
peared in the notorious
MSHSL hockey tourna-
ment 34 times and are
seven time Minnesota
State High School hock-

ey champions. Hockey
is life for all kids from
Roseau, and Zach was
definitely no exception.

“Zach lived at the rink,”
Bill said. “I just wanted
whatever was the best
for him, rivalries aside.”

He stayed true to that
statement even when
Bill was approached by
recruiters for UND that
were interested in Zach
becoming part of the
North Dakota tradition.

“I really liked the fa-
cilities and the coaches at
UND,” Zach said. “It was
something my dad and
I were excited about.”

The father and son
toured UND’s campus
and facilities together
and were incredibly im-
pressed. With the beau-
tiful $104 million Ralph
Engelstad Arena, they
both quickly fell in love

Bill Yon during the 1917 game at Williams Arena in Minnesota

with the program. Bill
still remained actively
supportive and excited
for his son, regardless
of what he had experi-
enced with the rivalry.
“The school was a
natural fit,” Bill said.
“We loved the coaching
staff and all of the facili-
ties UND had to offer.”
Fast forward to this
season, the Yons will
continue to cheer on

Zach as he suits up for
his second battle against

Bill Alkofer
the  Golden  Gopbher.
“I've  been treating

the game like any other
even with all the hype
on campus,” Zach said.

As for Bill, he will be
cheering on his son;
whetherit’'sinmaroonand
gold or green and white
is still to be determined.

Quinn Robinson-Duff is a staff
writer for Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
quinn.robinsonduff@und.edu
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A tale of two coaches

Fighting Hawks hockey caoch, Brad Berry.

Madison Overby
Dakota Student

At first glance, the head
coach of the University
of North Dakota men’s
hockey team, Brad Berry,
and the head coach of
the University of Minne-
sota men’s hockey team,
Don Lucia, may seem to
have a lot in common.

Both men are currently
coaching two of the most
storied men’s hockey pro-
grams in the nation. They
both played defense for
Division I hockey teams
while they were in school
during the early to mid-
‘80s, Berry at UND and
Lucia at Notre Dame. They
were both drafted into the
NHL following their colle-
giate careers, Berry to the
Winnipeg Jets and Lucia
to the Philadelphia Flyers.

The similarties
end there.

Following the draft in
1983, Berry played for
the Winnipeg Jets from
1985-90, the Minnesota
North Stars from 1991-93
and the Dallas Stars from
1993-94. During his time
in the NHL he played
in 241 games over eight
years. He then scouted for
the Dallas Stars for a year
in 1999 and returned to
Grand Forks in 2000 to be-
come the assistant coach.

Berry bounced around
to different  assistant
coaching jobs over the
years for UND, the Mani-
toba Moose (American
Hockey League) Colum-
bus Blue Jackets (NHL) be-

fore coming back to coach
under previous UND
head coach Dave Hakstol
from 2012-2015. When
Hakstol left to coach for
the Philadelphia Flyers
in 2015, Berry took over.

Following the draft in
1981, Lucia was drafted
by the Philadelphia Fly-
ers. However, Lucia
was forced to look at his
chances of making it suc-
cessfully in the NHL and
instead took his old Notre
Dame assistant coach, Ric
Schafer, up on an offer
to help coach the Alaska-
Fairbanks program. When
Lucia first began coach-
ing in Alaska, he was
being paid as a gradu-
ate assistant/assistant
rink manager at $3,000.

Lucia was in Alaska for
12 years before moving
on to a coaching job at
Colorado College where
he and his team won the
league three years in a
row. In 1999, Lucia began
coaching in Minnesota.

Both Lucia and Berry
have found a lot of suc-
cess in their current
roles as head coach.

Berry became the first
person in the history of
NCAA Division I men’s
hockey to win a national
title in his first year as
head coach. Since becom-
ing head coach in 2015,
UND has led the nation
in points and points per
game by defensemen.

In addition to that, Berry
has turned out 12 play-
ers to the NHL in only
two years, six of whom
have already made ap-

pearances on the ice.

Lucia has been in the role
of head coach at Minne-
sota for the past 18 years.
He coached the Minnesota
Gophers to back-to-back
NCAA  championships
in 2001-02 and 2002-03.

He is one of five coaches
in NCAA history to lead
his team to back-to-back
NCAA titles. Over his 18
years Lucia has coached 82
players that were drafted
to the NHL, including 15
first-round draftselections.

It’s easy to see that both
men have coached tal-
ented teams and devel-
oped great hockey play-
ers and that does not go
unnoticed in the world of
college hockey. Berry was
named USCHO (United
States College Hockey On-
line) Coach of the Year and
NCHC (National Colle-
giate Hockey Conference)
Herb Brooks Coach of the
Year in 2015-16. Lucia is a
four-time conference coach
of the year, three times
in the NCHC and once in
the Big Ten conference.

October 20 will mark
the third time Berry has
taken on Lucia and the
Gophers since he became
head coach. Berry’s cur-
rent record against the
Gophers is 0-1-1, but the
team is looking to chalk
up a couple wins in the
home series this weekend.

Madison Overby is a staff writer
for Dakota Student.
She can be reached at
madison.overby@und.edu

Ice Hockey Wikia File Photo
Gophers hockey coach, Don Lucia during his days as an Alaska-Fairbanks assistant
coach.

Gophers Sports

Gophers hockey coach, Don Lucia.

Dakota Student File Photo
Head coach Brad Berry watches an outdoor inter-squad match between players of the UND men’s hockey
team at University Park in February 2016.
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